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NEWS RELEASE

Friday March 19th 2010

Immediate

ON TUESDAY MARCH 23RD AT 12:30pm HUNDREDS OF CROWN ESTATE RESIDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE AND MARCH AGAINST THE SALE OF KEY WORKER AFFORDABLE HOMES. 

A PETITION WILL BE HANDED INTO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN AT 14:30
Hundreds of angry Tenants in affordable and key worker housing owned by the Crown Estate across five London boroughs will hold a rally outside Crown Estate headquarters in central London to prevent the sell off of their homes. They will be joined by politicians of all political parties, trade unionists and representatives from the clergy. Confirmed speakers include Labour MP Frank Dobson and Conservative MP Mark Field as well as local councilors and trade unionists representing key workers. They will then march to Buckingham Palace petioning the Queen to intervene and stop the sale. 

The rally and march outside Crown Estate head office, New Burlington Place, London, W1S, takes place at 12:30pm on Tuesday March 23rd and marks the end of the Crown Estate’s consultation process. 

Steve Smith, Chair of the Cumberland Market Residents Committee said:

“March 23rd marks the official ending of the consultation period. We want to send a clear message to the Crown Estate – Our homes are not for sale – We say NO!’’

Brian Munro, train driver and Victoria Park resident said:

“If the Crown Estate really wants to know the views of its tenants then they will find out on Tuesday.  Hundreds of us we will let them know what we think.”
Ben Bowling, Chair of the Millbank Residents’ Committee said:

“Nurses, fire-fighters and tube-workers’ from my estate in Pimlico will loudly tell the Crown Estate Commissioners that we are against their proposals to sell off our homes to private speculators.  

Bob Crow, RMT General Secretary said:
“Affordable homes for key workers are in serious short supply in central London.  The Crown Estate now needs to listen to its tenants and the wider community and stop this sale.”

ENDS

Further information 

Joannie Andrews (Victoria Park Residents’ Association chair): 07913721656

Steve Smith: 07807148625

Madeleine Davis: 07740 090043

Brian Munro: 07947 316259

Notes to editors

Our campaign has widespread and cross party support.  Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, has publicly stated his opposition to this sale at the Mayor’s Question Time on March 17th.  Camden and Hackney Councils have written to the Crown Estate opposing the sale.

Employer bodies including Barts, Great Ormond St and UCH NHS trusts have written letters to the Crown Estate opposing the sale.

National key-worker trade unions including RMT, PCS and NUT have informed Sir Stuart Hampson, Chair of the Crown Commission of their opposition to this sale.

Sir Roger Bright, Chief Executive of the Crown Estate was grilled by the Treasury over the sell off on 3 March. 

Tenants representatives of the campaign met the Prime Minister at a Downing St reception for 'community heroes' on 11 March.
Campaigners have been informed that the Queen herself is aware of the residents situation and has read their correspondence.
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