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NEWS RELEASE

Wednesday 10th March 2010

Immediate

RESIDENTS CALL ON THE CROWN ESTATE TO STOP HOARDING KEY WORKER HOMES AND REBUT LATEST CROWN “ASSURANCES”  

Following admission by the Crown Estate’s chief executive Roger Bright at the Treasury Select Committee hearing on March 3rd 2010, that vacant properties are being hoarded to make the estates attractive to potential buyers, tenants call on the Crown Estate to stop hoarding key worker homes and to let them immediately to workers vital to London’s services and economy.

Tenants in affordable and key worker housing owned by the Crown Estate who are campaigning against the sell off of their homes have also cast doubt on the Crown’s recent claims that “no one will lose their home as a direct result of this proposal’.  

Steve Smith, Chair of the Cumberland Market Residents Committee said:

“At the Select Committee last week the chief executive of the Crown Estate, Roger Bright admitted that vacant homes are being kept deliberately empty pending a sale, leaving  
key-workers on the waiting list in limbo.  This practice should be stopped and these homes let to key workers immediately.” 

Ben Bowling, Chair of the Millbank Residents’ Committee said:

“The assurances given by the crown relate ONLY to existing tenants.  The residents are also concerned about the FUTURE of the estates and the likely loss over time of a vital resource of affordable and keyworker rented housing. The Crown has refused to give any assurances  
whatsoever about this and the clear likelihood is that any new owner  would make money by selling off homes as they become vacant and raising rents over time to market levels. This would have a damaging effect on local communities, pricing out essential workers and changing the social mix of our commmunities. These concerns are simply being ignored by the Crown Estate.”


Madeleine Davis, Committee member, Victoria Park Residents’ Association said;

“It is true that some types of tenant on the estates (eg regulated and secure) will have some forms of legal protection, and also true that the Crown Estate have said that even  assured shorthold tenants will be protected by the rights in their tenancy handbook. However the Crown have withdrawn the tenancy handbook for new lettings some months ago so there  
will be quite a number of key-workers recently moved in who will not  have any such protection. Any new landlord would have a mandatory  right to repossess their flats with 2 months notice.”
George Galloway MP said:

“The wider public interest is that these communities should be preserved. And, above all, it is in the wider public interest that properties allocated for key workers and in such short supply should also remain available to key workers rather than sold off to property speculators licking their lips at the site of prime properties around Victoria Park.”

Frank Dobson MP said:

“The overwhelming majority of the tenants wish to remain with the Crown Estate. That is the heart of the matter. Those residents do not want to be sold off like chattels, or treated like the contents of the place where they live, and no foreshortened, inadequate process of so-called consultation is likely to change their minds.”
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Further information 

Joannie Andrews (Victoria Park Residents’ Association chair): 07913721656

Steve Smith: 07807148625

Madeleine Davis: 07740 090043

Brian Munro: 07947 316259
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