Victoria Park Crown Residents Association 

Letter writing: points you might want to make

A list of suggested contacts is attached.

Points to make in letters to Prince Charles/the Queen

· the proposals to sell concern over 1300 homes on land ‘owned by the Sovereign in right of the Crown’

· Board members are appointed by Buckingham Palace and are accountable to Buckingham Palace and the Treasury.

· The Crown Estate has always had a socially-responsible lettings policy, housing key-workers such as nurses, teachers, transport workers, firefighters and the police, and keeping rents at affordable levels. The Crown Estate has refused to guarantee that a new owner will have to continue similar policies. 

· They have also been unable to point to a single positive benefit for residents of a sale. 

· Many residents are elderly and some have lived in their homes for 50 years or more. The current proposals are causing needless stress and anxiety, especially as prospective buyers are already being shown around our estates. 

· The way the ‘consultation’ has been handled so far indicates that residents will have no influence on the decision. 

· Prince Charles has often spoken publicly of the need to build and maintain sustainable, socially mixed communities, and the role that affordable and key-worker housing plays in this. These are exactly the sort of communities that will be affected by this proposal – you could give local examples here from your own experience.  

· The Crown Estate has in the past used this affordable housing as proof of its core values of ‘integrity’ and ‘stewardship’. It also has a legal duty to act with regard to ‘good management’. London’s shortage of affordable housing in London is also acknowledged by government. Why then sell off 1300 such homes?  It cannot be good management and is certainly not in the public interest.

· Ask the Queen/HRH Prince Charles to intervene with the Commissioners to ensure that these considerations are not bypassed in favour of pure commercialism.  

Points to make in letters to the Crown Estate Chairman and Chief Executive

· you understand that the Crown Estate Board is responsible for making the final decision on the future of these estates.

· the Crown website says that the decisions of the board ‘will have regard to the interests of The Crown Estate as a whole, including its employees in general, its tenants, and its suppliers, and to The Crown Estate’s social responsibilities to the communities where its operations have an impact.’ 

· the Crown Estate has always followed a socially-responsible lettings policy. All new lets are to key-workers such as nurses, teachers, transport workers, firefighters and the police, and rents have always been set at affordable levels. Paul Clark has refused to give any guarantee that a new owner will have to continue similar policies. 
· this seems like abandoning a long and valuable tradition of good management. The Crown has often referred to its provision of affordable housing as proof of its core values of ‘integrity’ and ‘stewardship’. Are these values now going to be sacrificed to pure commercialism? 
· Even if the sale is to a Housing Association, there is no guarantee that policies similar to the Crown’s will be continued. The fate of Church Commission tenants, sold off by Paul Clark in his previous post to Grainger/Genesis Housing, shows this: key-worker provision was cut back, market rents introduced and flats sold on despite assurances similar to those we are being given. 

· Most residents have been happy with the way their homes are managed and many have lived there for decades. The Crown should be proud of its achievements and safeguard them for the future.  

· You oppose the sale in the interests of both existing tenants and the local community, and ask the Commissioners to reject the sell-off proposal.

· You want these views taken into account as part of the consultation process.

Points to make in letters to MPs/Ministers/Councillors/London Assembly members

· residents are opposed to the sell-off proposal and we need active political support in campaigning to get it dropped

· the Crown Estate Commissioners are appointed by, and accountable to, Downing Street and all surplus revenue goes to the Treasury. The government/Ministers/politicians should be able to exert influence with the Commissioners to prevent the sale. 

· You are deeply worried about rent rises/security of tenure/service charge or ground rent increases/future of the community (this will depend on your specific circumstances –it helps to say what these are) 

· As providers of affordable and key-worker housing, the Crown Estate has played a vital role assisting the delivery of essential public services in this area. Paul Clark has refused to give any guarantee that a new owner will have to continue with similar policies. 

· politicians of all parties have often stated their commitment to more affordable housing. They should make it clear to the Crown Estate that abandoning their commitment to affordable housing contradicts their duty to act with regard to ‘good management ‘and sustainability. 

· ask MPs to sign up to the early day motion tabled by George Galloway.

· ask all representatives to sign the online petition at http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/crownresidents  and to write to the Crown Estate Commissioners communicating your concerns and opposing the sale. 

List of addresses

Her Majesty The Queen,
Buckingham Palace,London
SW1A 1AA
 
His Royal Highness The Prince Of Wales,
HRH The Prince of Wales

Clarence House

London SW1A 1BA

 (HEAD LETTER "Sir")
 
Sir Stuart Hampson, (Chairman) and Roger Bright (Chief Executive).
The Crown Estate

16 New Burlington Place,
London WIS 2HX  
 
 
Local MPs
 
Meg Hillier MP (Hackney & South Shoreditch)
George Galloway MP (Bethnal Green and Bow)
 

House of Commons,
Westminster
London SWIA OAA


Ministers

John Denham, MP

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Department for Communities and Local Government

Eland House,

Bressenden Place,

London, SW1E 5DU
EMAIL john.denham@communities.gsi.gov.uk
John Healey MP

Housing Minister 

Department for Communities and Local Government

Eland House,

Bressenden Place,

London, SW1E 5DU

 
Local Councillors and Mayor
 

Mayor Jules Pipe, 

Councillors Victoria Ward (Hackney) Katie Hanson, Daniel Kemp, Geoff Taylor,

All at
London Borough of Hackney
Hackney Town Hall
Mare Street, London E8 1EA
e mail: Katie.hanson@hackney.gov.uk       daniel.kemp@hackney.gov.uk    geoff.taylor@hackney.gov.uk
 
North Ward (Bethnal Green)  Salique Abdus 07957 631403,  Stephanie Eaton 02073643237,  Azizur Rahman Khan 07985 688471
London Borough of Tower Hamlets,
Town Hall
Clove Crescent
London E3

London Assembly members

Jennette Arnold (represents Hackney)

John Biggs (Tower Hamlets)

Londonwide members:

Nicky Gavron (Labour)

Murad Qureshi (Labour) 

Andrew Boff (Conservative)

Victoria Barwick (Conservative)

Dee Doocey (Lib Dem)

Caroline Pidgeon (Lib Dem)

Mike Tuffrey (Lib Dem)

Darren Johnson (Green)

Jenny Jones (Green)

All at: 

Greater London Authority
City Hall
The Queen’s Walk
More London
London SE1 2AA

