Letter supporting 23 March 2010 rally from a group of Church of England clergy
Today hundreds of Londoners will march to Buckingham Palace. They will be setting off from the Head Office of The Crown Estate, just off Regent Street. The Crown Estate’s proposed sale of 1,200 properties at Millbank (Westminster), Victoria Park (Hackney and Tower Hamlets), Cumberland Market (Camden) and Lee Green (Lewisham) has caused them to take to the streets.

The route they are taking is suggested by their own tenancy agreements. The parties to that agreement are themselves, as tenants, and ‘The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty’ and ‘the Crown Estate Commissioners on behalf of Her Majesty acting under the Crown Estate Act 1961’, as landlords.

Every so often events occur that call us as clergy away from altar and pulpit and onto the letters pages and the streets. This is one such occasion.

We know these Crown Estate properties well. They provide invaluable affordable and key-worker accommodation. The nominating bodies for the key-worker properties include eight London hospitals, the London Ambulance Service, ten NHS primary, community and mental health trusts, the London Fire Brigade, London Underground, Transport for London, the Metropolitan Police, the Education Departments of Camden, Westminster, Hackney and Tower Hamlets, and the House of Commons. These key-workers enrich the wider community. All the Crown Estate properties in question are well located. If key-workers were required to pay commercial rents they would have to move.

A common landlord, active Residents’ Associations, the variety of tenure and the length of time that residents choose to stay mean that these are close, active, diverse and stable communities. We strongly suspect that ten years following their sale, the areas would not be described in this fashion.

The march takes place today because 23 March marks the end of eight weeks of consultation conducted by The Crown Estate. The opposition of residents has been voiced strongly. So has their desire for a ballot. MPs, Councillors, the Mayor of London and the Greater London Authority have joined the campaign against the sale. The issues have been aired in two debates in the Palace of Westminster and at a Treasury Select Committee. The next few weeks are crucial. The board of the Crown Estate must make a decision. We urge them strongly to help preserve these communities - and not to sell.

Yours sincerely,

The Rev Richard Bainbridge, Vicar of the Good Shepherd with St Peter, Lee (Lee Green) 
& Area Dean of East Lewisham

The Ven Michael Lawson, Archdeacon of Hampstead

The Revd Alexandra Logan, St James-the-Less, Bethnal Green (Victoria Park)

The Revd Andrew Meldrum, Area Dean of South Camden

The Revd Martin Poole, Vicar of Christ Church & St Mary Magdalene, Munster Square (Cumberland Market)

The Revd Julia Porter-Pryce, Area Dean of Hackney

The Revd Philip Welsh, Vicar of St Stephen w St John, Rochester Row (Millbank)

The Revd Andrew Wilson, Rector of St John of Jerusalem w Christ Church, 
South Hackney (Victoria Park)

